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GEOR the clearing of the matter in queſti- 
@© on, I ſhall lay down ſome Caſes, which all 
FR Caſuiſts agree will invalidate the Qbliga- 
PARSE tion of an Oath. | 
Firſt, That an Oath cannot cancel a 
BR former obligation. | | 
y, That an Oath does not oblige to impoſlibilities; 


| asat all times to aid and aſliſt the King ; to oppoſe him or 
any Commiſſioned by him upon no pretence whatſoever ) 
does in ſome Caſes interfere with former obligations, may, 
I conceive, be eaſily proved. | 
And this will plainly appear, by taking a view of the 
origine of Government ; what it was at firſt intended tor, 
and what Relations a man brings himſelf under, when he 
is made a Member of a Ciy1l Society. | 
Surely none will deny, but that Government by ihe in- 
tention of Nature, was ordained for the ſecurity of Man- 
kind ; and that men have voluntarily reſolved themſelves 
into Societies for to repe] Violence, and for the mutual 
preſervation of one another. For though ſelf-preſervation 
A2 be 
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be the primary aim of every individual; yet ſince that 
cannot be effected without mutual. aſliſtances-,- *tis natural 


for a man to promiſe that aid and aſliſtance- to others, 
which he expeQs again from them upon the like exigences; | 
and this I take to be the. firſt natural obligation a man is 


under, when he enters himſelf in a Civil Society, 


Bur fince | apo and-ſelf-jntereſt are oft-times. prejudices 

or that juſt and equal return of Kindneſles | 
which is requiſite in all haman Societies ; men therefore Þ 
lay down and ſubmit to external forms and Rules, w hich 
they judge to be the moſt conyenient meaiures of their 
obligations to. each other: 'and from the. ſeveral-ſorts of | 
Rules, which (according to the circumſtances of men | 


too ſtrong 


and places, are various) proceed fo many. different forms 


of Government: And then that Perfon or Perſons, who 
are made, as it were, Guarantees of this formal Alliance, and | 
to whom the Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs, according to theſe 
Rules is committed, are termed Governours; fo that theſe Þ 
Governours being by the contrivance of Nature as neceſty 
to mankind as the common Air, there ariſes aſecond obliga- | 
tion upon men to ſubmit to them, and affiſt them, whuch FE 


ob igation we therefore call Natural Allegiance. 


hus we fee how Nature proceeds in the methods of | 
Government ; Firſt, by inclining men to the . mutual af | 


ſiſtance of each other in their reſpective Societies. Second. 
iy, And in order to the due obfervance of this primary En: 
agement, by inclining them to conftitute, and fubmit to 


vernours, who upon any faiture of this natural duty, 


ſhall have power to enforce the obligation. 
So that our obedience to Goyernours, being by the ſenſe 


of Nature founded upon a fuppofition that 'tis canſiſtent | 


with the preſervation of the Community which they 


BIR 


Govern, muſt got be extended beyond the firſt deſign of | 


is inſtitution: and if their Commands be evidently de- 
KruHive of that Society over which they preſide, oy 
| mu 
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miſt not only\.not be obeyed, but oppoſed: For i fuch a caſe 
we muſt be put in mind of oor -antecedent obligation ; the 
conditions of which is not barely not to be inſtrumental in 
our Fellow Citizens deſtruQion ; but to uſe our utmoſt en- 
deavours for their preſervation ; And therefore if any man 
at the taking of-thoſe Oaths, thought he brought himſelf 
under an umverſal tye of ſubmiſſion to his Prince ; Iwould 
fain know how he came' to be firſt abſolved from his obli- 
gation to the Community ; and if this obligation ( when 
borh duties interfere ) be the antecedent, and conſequent- 
ly firſt takes place; the perſon: ſwearing may ſatisfie him- 
felf, rhat he engaged himſelf to che King further than was 
ir} his power to do; and fo indeed judge himſelf indiſcreet, 
bur not perfured. | 

[ foreſee an Objetion, which will be urged in this place : - 
That thefe Oaths were allowed of by Parliament, which 
virtually tmplies the Conſent of the whole Nation ; and 
cherefore fince they have conſented that I ſhould take the 
Oaths in this Latitude, they have thereby abfolved me 
from the obligation. of giving the people aſſiſtance upon - 
any pretence whatſoever againſt the King. 

In anſwer to this, F wonld haye every man conſider; 
Firſt, wherher the Parliament did tnrend the Oaths thonld 
be obligatory in thar Latitude; And ſecondly, If they did 
intend it, whether they had power to-make them 1o. 

Firſt, That they did nor intend it, ſeems plain from alf . 
their ſubſequent ations : For if they did intend fuch an - 
univerſal fabmiſſton, as not to oppoſe the King upon any 
prerence whatſoever ; they muſt intend to make him to aff 
intents and purpoſes Abſoture, and-confequently give away 
their ſhare in the Legiſſ:rive Power ; which is plainly 
otherwiſe by their conſtant Recognitions ever ſince in 
the Preamble of every Act of. Parliament: and that 
this wonld be the inevitable conſequence of fuch an - 
unlimited obligation upon the People , © is evident; as 
waat .. 
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what is wanting: to. make a King at leaſt de fafo. abſolute, 
but that his Subjeas Thould be under a neceſlity in all caſes 
not to oppoſe his Commands > And then a little time and 
preſcription will ſoon make him ſo de jure too. | 

But I cannot believe that the -.Legiſlators would a fo 
inconſiſtent with themſelves, as (in the Declaration they 
required us to make ) to. intend it ſhould oblige to the ut- 
molt extent of the words ; ſince in ſome caſes it may ſtand 
in contradiction to other Oaths we had before taken, and 
which they afterwards expedted ſhould continue in force: 
viz. the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy. By theſe 
Oaths we were obliged, to the uttermoſt of our . power to de- 
fend the King againſt all attempts whatſoever, which ſhould be 
made againſt his Crown and Dignity ; and to defend all Furiſ- 
diftions, Privileges, Preheminencies, and Aathorities belonging 
zo the King, and the Imperial Crown of this Realm; In the 
Declaration we engaged zot to take up, Arms againſt the King, 
or thoſe that are commiſſicued by him, upon any pretence what- 
ſoever. Now we will put the Caſe (which is not very un- 
likely ) that the King ſhould Commiſſion a Marſhal of 
France with a Body of French and Jriſh Papiſts to enter 
his Kingdom, and take polleſfſion of the moſt important 
places in it : That he ſhould own the Pope's Authority, 
and ſuffer his Legate. to exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdition 
within this Rea!m ; the evident conſequence of which, 
would be ſubjeting the Kingdom to Popery and French 
Slavery. Let us then in ſuch a caſe view the contradictions 
that would lye in an Ergliſh-man's duty, who had taken all 
theſe Oaths in the utmoſt extent that the words will bear. 
If he takes up Arms againſt the French Philiſtine; then 
his Declaration condemns him for oppoſing a Perſon Com- 
miſſioned by the King upon © any pretence whatſoever ; and 
the ſecurity of the King's Crown and Dignity , the 
Lives , Laws, and Liberties of the Subjes are but pre- 
tences, though I ' muſt ' confels of very high concern 
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And if afly man thinksto'reconcile the Declaration, a 
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tothe whole Nation. If he ſits ftill; and'is contented'only to 
lament ithe confequenee that#attends' Dragoons' and-Inqui 


fitions;: then how does he falfil his Oaths of Allegianee and 
Supremacy ;” wherein he is engaged! to the uttermoſf'of his 
Power to defend the King's Crown and: Dignity, t0'defend all 
Juriſdiftions, Fc. belonging to the King, and the Imperial 
Crow#.of this-Realm,” whew he manifeſtly perceives*all theſe 


invaded , and th&SpoiF divided" between # Foreigri Prince, 


and a Foreign Prelate ?! Now." in ſucha Caſe,/THeave itttoany 


man to judg, ' whether bythe Laws of Nature, and the Con- 


ſtitution of/ this Kingdom, the Declaration would remain in 
force, and not admit of a reſerve upon ſo urgent a neoetny. 
the Oaths irthis Caſe; by ſaying, "That the Ring by giving 
Commiſſion:toa Foreigner £0 enter-his Kingdort, Rav thereby 
conſtructively refigned his Government ; or by ſaying, Thet 
the French General is uncapable of a Commiſſion by Law,and 
therefore, that he may be oppoſed, as being no legal Officer ; 


both theſe Poſitions turn againſt them who' contend for an 


unlimitted Submiſſion, made by the Declaration, and for an 
univerſal. Allegiance/in'no caſe tobe alienated. For the firſt 
Suppoſition proves, That the'indelible CharaQter may be loſt, 
and that a Crown is not ſo fixed, but that a King (as to him- 
ſelf) may' void his Throne by an [nterpretative dereli&ion : 


'The:ſecond: proves as much againſt our Engliſh Papiſts, as 


againſt the French; for they are. by the Senfe of our Law no 


more capable. of Cominiſſions than ſo many Salvages ; and 


whoever took 'up Arms to oppoſe their regal Deſigns, tho - 
the King himſelf were at the bottromof them, were no more 
Rebels in Conſcience (whatever they might be-called by a 
high-ſtrain'd Comment upon ſome Laws) than if they had 


- riſe to ſeize fo many. armed Thieves, /riſþ Wolves, or a Remiſh 
- Legion. ' So thatin ſhort, tho our Declaration be in general 


Terms, not 'to oppoſe any that are commiſſioned by the 
King; yet, if my Obedience-has ſtill this tacit-condition,that 
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the Perſon .commuſhoned, 3s. qualified -by: the Lajvs of the 
Land;'why muſt not the. Law of >Nagure., which: is-t 
Foundation: of by! Gayernmens, (80-wik , the: Preſervation = 
of Communitics)-likewiſe take place, and be tacitly-fuppoſed 
an” tion inall Engagements we make, as to thoſe Caſes 
which ere defirutive of it?. .. - ERR. 
But, Secondly, If the Parliament did intend. to bring our 
People under fuch an entire,and; univerſal Submiſſion; as-is | 
pretended ; yet they had;no, Power to do'fa'; For no Power 
can reach further than the. reaſon. of its: Inſtitution ; and if 
the reaſon. of the Peoples delegating their Power to their 
Repreſentatives, was to preſerve their Lives, Eiberties and 
Priviledges; it cannot be. fuppoſed,- thats this (delegated 
Power-c8n extend to/make them Slaves.” IF a Mivor gives 


bis Guardian full Power to: manage his Eſtate ; *tis-not'in 
Equity to be ſuppoſed, -thet he may not oppoſe him, if he 
Squanders it. Beſides, the Parliament could not make a Law 
which would bring; the People under an Obligation contrary 
tothe Law of Natyre; becauſe the People themſelves could 
not. do.it ; and therefore, the Power of 'Parliarnent could 
reach no further thanitheirs from whom. it was derived. No 
man can give-another Power to kill him; becauſe the con- 
ſent is unnatural, ard fo is in: it ſelf null and void; ſo no 
Community can give any. Perſon power to deſtroy them, 
either direatly, or by conſequence ; becauſe: their being, a 
Community was for their Preſervation.; and 'tis prepotte- 
raus in nature, that the Means thould: be deſtructive of the 
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End. However, this-will not reach thoſe Alterations which the 
are often-made for the conveniency-of the Government; for ( 
a_ Man may give another Power to give him. Phyſick, but 1 
nat-Poyfon. | thi 


Lknow ſome Men will-ſay, That: the-Declaration:is in- | ins 
poſed in general Terms, and. that they; cannot make parti- thi 
cular Exceptions; and.finee the Law has no diſtinRions, they 


think that 'tis not in their Power-40 make any. 
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wch is too angry. and yough .for the Tenderne(s} of :Na- 
core, E- et) ig 29 37 5W 51 2cdT; noi s 
© Indeed ſome men, urge the Inconveniency of «Liberty in 
the People, to oppoſe 6 Will of their Prince, eyen.in a caſe 
of the greateſt Neceſlity, becauſe others will:pretend Nece{- 
fity where there is none ;; and foall Government will hang-as 
looſe as a Weathercock, . ©... ... M19 0:2} 1 
'''1 muſt confeſs,” if the -Diſpute: were. only, which was 
moſt Narural, That the People. ſhould have: an Arbitrary 
Power of. refiſting their Prince, or, that the. Prince ſhould 
be in all Caſes irreſiſtible, and fo govern at Diſcretion, E 
ſhould be apt to, fide with the latter part of the Queſti- 
on'; becauſe I had rather truſt my ſelf to the Fury of my, 
Prince, thanto'the Madneſs of the People, -But fince there 
is a *middle Opinion, which, will neither allow the Prince 
to be precarious, .nor ' the People Slaves z which will keep 
che SubjeQts quiet, if they be not poſleſled, and the King 
fecure,. if he be not raving 3 I am inclined. to. think , that 
this Scheme of Government is moſt conſiſtent . with Nature; 


and the good of . Mankind. And therefore, before: Subr. 


k&s'can-make'a Juſt Defence againſt their Governours;, 
they muſt be ſure that the Nemtins of it be /evident;'and 
reneral ; they muſt not be influenced by particular 'mens 
iſcontents, as if the whole frame were.tottering;. and nat 
wiftake that for a common, Caule, . which: perhaps is ſhrunk 
OT HBog! 17 nom, ge one 

| Neither” can we decently argue from the abuſe of aPri- 
viledge, 'to the total Aifuſe of it 3, fince we condemn : the 
fame 4; ument inthe Papiſts, when: they would. prove, 
that the Ser1 


People, becaufe thereby ſome of then are apt to-brogch He-. 
reſies and” Schiſns. ' But we ſay; Let the Heretick anſwer for. 
himſelf, and the Rebel receive the reward of his iniquitys We. 
think it unjuſt, that for the faujts of others, we ſhould loſe ei- 
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Ptince 0  ——__ Declaration ; were'true:;- whether De- 
ſi on HAY -laid, and almoſt: perfected, to --ruine the Kin 
.and, bring in /Popery 3: and; that,” we-know, would 
King res, nQt unyke thafe:of Hell';, tuenchable. - 
theri theſe Matters were true, Tithink a | Perſon who ide 
ruine his People and Government, though it were for the 
ſake of his Religion, is under:as-great 'a Natural Inapact. 
ty of Goyerning, as. if .he were a T anaieh or an Ideat - 
what differe 8 there whether a''man' be':deſtroyed: by 
Zeal of, Phrenfie 2. And: would: itihive: beeniiany* Heater: 
Comfort, tq. the People. of Rome,/ if Nero 'had' burnt their' 
Town « out. of Aa art, Deſign, and* fot *out of a 
ProW2... 


Havin g brizly qxpniced, the: Nature-and Obligation of 
nie 0.4 F. #4r:c4, BAC. as they: have; hirherto concern-. 
& us, k | A Rb. enquire; how they- affet us under 


the pre elent . umſjances, .afid how far we may in Conſci- 
ence cloſe with the preſent;Eftabliſhment, by taking the New 
ſed Oaths, noewirhſtanding: the Force pretended $0_Ic-. 
an n the former. 
And here I muſt prowile! what Biſhop Sander z'and oh 
bay fy, | That an. Oath of Abegiance to'a'La ' Prince, 
thi Hot add. any: New Right, but only - confirms what'was 
Naturally due to, him; from his Subj-&s 3 So' that 'if the ' 
- Frag ff 2-4 taking ſuch an!Oath, fail in their Duty,” the 
to. the. Prince)is.not thereby: become ' greater; only. 
"af; y Fader; -4 more_Ciiminal, by adding Perjury . 
Prefidioul .. This:1: mention} to' remove - the ' 
Ti More ſome. men =_ under; by [thinking that their Oaths 
fing them under a, ſt;ier ſubjection,-and that they arenoc 
altowed TS nk Latitude, 38s/tg their * Alegiance,” 
with,t t fo (e, men who; have.not tabaſ thew;'! Now'therefore 
B 2 if 


{} 


;opl ro Snag then che-Oudwſbondhe 
ye, mult; ceaſe. alſdz: Soithat: Gs 

liegiange. muſt drop; and \they* Se: aft 

ethes, ayingt admivof no avon 

jon a0, this mario ® aiyprothen- & Sh pn” 


TEDH fr x. 

beaſt If; a-King ſeng/d-uvifeſly g&-abcurr 0 Ir 
"being; a; Rvty ariſing «from-: a Relation, betwe 

gd-Sabjes;; and-cbis Beblarion-being faarideg In go 
SSA APA a, the-geed/ofi Manldind) and-it paiticbld? pon 
J65vatigniafyſu uphya Sacjory's [where Ge Fa Fig 
does not appear, there the Relation is loſt, and co ent- 
ly all the Duties flowing from that Relation :, uo, TAN 


Rac hep whites 


—_ and eo ans ble BY 
Es yoo" _—_ 


us one 
Sem Th _ ſa1 bo 


Tcl ied nds upon ables 

voy = her- ahoors At j 
ACCErdang; tor Nuſe hp ormance of {i 

= £ ;& Father: ſhould endeavour to: :deftxdy 'hi 

or pwrygrag of Nature: 

Ten themſelves-unider uh&ptote| 
Pealaningos- And tisphaily,*! 


2 C 
P 2&4 
6 " 08 


"Gn yep = 
| No , fbut4\6fafp vie: 
I's ix6hi oh ara Ne 
Orbht: &-with<is' 
Eo Er Art 


FOIL RES , 


fl 

| in he joion of all Mien, ah es him a Pri 

- nou fe? ; #134 hh Ms Fol pA3 ONE 

wr il io a0 "Shock 53 4 cnc s, 
oth prdſerit-Pb s \ 2h eb 7s 
ts 260 iOthe neu Ph er Mace, 1s_ng.. 
ve dine to hiv who'voll rang Rs | 
the. oft'ss* Cy mo 7. may. hea, 

ds Gb oc: @'s TH EU £99 gale p p12 J.,2 
ir If iti-a yult Er Fg 

| ” rd LARGE tits, be, is wh wut 

Ge. Rape to'be* Ti ed to” Hl Jz Satasf bs 

4; - 4 ty ' 

i Bog 0 Eagt Tie Wi Po ITY 

Ag dof Finthove cugk dig ny. "7, oyilion og Si 

- wa. Fry Io iſe, his Subjee 

Dy caſtih}' nap vr og xl io f Gorer ame 

| terſe IN 


4 | ſe be Mppaſed nol a ee bs pus 
ul bh Somos 


E 


" = 


ed trom, 


0: 4 PB 
nol ue 
ry eorgg on the Kin Y Has ref Is Wo EF: 5s 


%. Rake tUme 
"Goveriſ'd : ON Gan ovey bar any,”, 
JT EOs: 39 bn \ben to.a 


$ rH Co FPRk ROK b2& unjuſt; a Man Be ES 

"by ns” ul 1 ny 44 It n m no. a "P 
wt vatitaye < of” Vein Acts bg bl Biftitfs” $85 tans 2 Ks [ ar. . 

Ws, Dibr; bettniſe He vecation of the forgo was, Seal tom, a 
= himſelf, ang he might, exp” ought Hs prevented it 5 an 


therefore. 


ens 


IT. 1325 ESE - 

” of '2 ly » 4 y } 5 # 4 
. 4 « 
, *6.0 = * 4 g 
= [ . w 
F, 
Gr 


2 : But "if" 1 tld he c out of 
bis I Rich om by. Ix Yeoh ny _ ] 
Throhe;to who! eC : PR, note, 


withſtanding the x Al r Oaths torthenLays E115 

wore his Force os f Fs” ible, they; 
pbe free | Terms with. the 1g .de. faGo. 

lh, though ite, in prejudice jo their. fors 


+2061. eb} 16 16 AQUIGED 912 12 
OL 3b; is Li erty. 10; - Subjects, 
e eſtr 16 ve Conf UENCE of; 
cestul 
Revoluton, all, 


*4.440T 


of years, there uk Ry ch = not ball 
Eo m= 2 = ly ha 
age 


& Mankind withaar t the Pricey 2 


went f Mes, tho gg OF 

Ns ld be xy 
they. are able.to do. os 2p 

oo ag "aL that. we ne Ver 


When i gh Auc 
tk, bh: | 


tre, he = ro 
Mankind, þ oh fo Ws; oW 


Jos yes (96 3 
NE\IOIIES " Eondls, 


Theſe of the Oath\Staed 


. Secondly; Beſides" *that the '/Nuturt7bF; 1 
law Subjeas togenter? into Terms wich 47 prev 
der g:itheze may likewiſe extionally* preſume, *hrarth! 
the conferit.of 'thelawkub' King" t&'do/fb Fohg y 
mal conſentscannot behad;? acit&'onie-ſ poſe@T'up6ti good 
Grounds 1s! ſufficient ; this made Biſhop and = think ' it 
lawful:to ſub 'to/ the late Uſuy on He 'Sub- 
jects might Preſumeithit #hey had<the in apy "Br ies 
and..the;reaſor of that :Preſumption is-f6 the 
tenderneſs every King ought to have-fot * 5 Se SAN 
is.obliged to have the ſame' compaſſion; tor an ad Do. 1 Do- 
| vid had-for his in, another Caſe, when--he ſaid, "Jp: F have 
dane' amiſi, ſtrike: we, -but what have thife Sheep dome'#'*-! = 
-And if we may: preſams that -the Wer TRE com: 
ſeat that his Subjeth dnovhF” CAM Mhpee Q =— 
weehey's y''not #6 Pi 
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ſig. hi Ee Coe eos wry letye rs ker Ke 
a Seed and -ufeleſs. ſhare by theidivifiews 10Now*thieretanbe | 
no reaſon pretended, why a King ſhould net" be prefarhect 
to give ſuch/a conſent; but becauſe he! would thereby loſe 
I :and'a King” without SubjeQs-is no King :* Let 
ſee whether: by. the: dedyal /of fuch; # coi ene, *he 
_—_ not likewiſe-loſe: his Subjefy, though a after '#'Mach 
more diſmal | manner': Forif-the- Subjefts '\fitertain/ ſuch: 
Principle of | a ſtiff! perſeverance in- their” former Alle 
ance, it-muſt oblige tho Conquerour to put ther ts he 
Sword andievery-Invader- maſt, like Mojes, pofleſ/a'Couns 
try only-by all the: Iihabitants of the Land... 
db ;F hat: boar; 3g doesadually Sie ts 
Sabjetts Allegiance, i/ by.tis manifeſt endeavours to regain his 
Kingdoms 3 I anſwer, ib it bo morally impoſlile- (afid I.think 
that to. be REGEIGY enough. to invalidate an Oath) heave 
ng 
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4% yeling If 29 eng het ber the King does eutwhar 
ought ; Sybjad 3 Fox 1] abvink- no. Subedts are 
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ſhelter, 'becauſ@he Had wildly obſerved; that it vas Hot ch- 
ſtomary*to*travel4ri foul weather ;" but tis) nor've eh. 


refs then we _ (eat hd” drink 
Thi Revenue/andl fo ir fonienedſiyreaid/int 
we cannot ſkep:without owning theib ptotefticit: and "if 
we cannot juſtifie theſe ations but by the _ of neceſlity, 
let us carry the neceſlity'a” "little Higher , and conſider whe- 
ther:any Law of a Societ .obligert# tb the confuſion of it; 
and whether we ry not for-the! Bike of 2ace' (ity Wy oY 
eſtabliſhment, which Ayn conk "not aPp 
But ſince the Statute of” Henry the'Seventh,'is patt 'of ag 
Law, I think we' may juſtly take the advantage' of it; and” 
according to! my Lord- Bacby's Charater, the ſpirit ls Fen this 


Law was wonderſul; pions; and wible; and(T- beliele He 

and uſe of that Law apptars oily if. ourCife "twat oy n. 
demrifie.the'Sabjefts for: mitking Hons and fabwirrir 

the King de fafto ; thothe true right might- be in oe ; 
ſo that rhis Jiberty being legally granted, 1. ſecures 'us from 
any guiſe we'can contraft-in thiseale fromthe Laws of the 
Land#y"ond'ias for- the Law of Nature; hs ope it fufficiently * 
appears that this liberty © coli ftene wth Xe. = ary antes 

- Nothing-now-refrivins bit'to/ Ys fent beha- 

viour with' that of the oy Ge a Cle Clerg 20 du- 
ring the late times; / whoſe ſtead = aky y & th ttiot bt by 
ſameto ben reproacito bir ine dr Hr jeen ay ; 

\Let us: then {mpartially* CoHFABOLID ging thc of 
thoſs worthy SuffetersHuring the Reig of King Charles ths" 
Firſt; together with our own, ' and Mei N ope. whether we 
arenot «little 00 ſevere upon our elves,” to make our ſuf- 
ferings patallel7 when the' reaſons '6f then Are ſo inficicely' 
different; thoſe worthy Patriors were'8blged"4g"Rand" By 
their: Klogby all-the tyes of Tove,” Honwl, t& Fi iq 
Generoſity ; the difficulties he engaged in were for thi 
—_ and indeed he fought their Battels ; fo that if he had 
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_ The Caſe of the Oath fluted r7 
 Let-us again conſider the difference in the caſe of the pye- 
fent Church of. Exg/aud: men, and thoſe of'the late times; 1 
n{pedoftheperfons who-are- ſet-up;  andiclaim- our-Allepy- = 
agce;; they:mult have-ſubmitted/ to'3:Sert of-men,' who bad 
phicked up the whole:Government'in'Church and Stare by 
the Roots; ſo chat they-might aswell havejoyned-with. Anar- 
cby, as with ſucha-Scheme of Government. The Presbytes 
rian, Kump+Parliament, Army, 'and*Independent Model; 
all jumbled together, the very-beſt ſingly ſcarce: tolerable; 
but 2 Jargon ofiall,impoſſible to-be endured. So that the 
Gentlemen of: thoſe-times could not endure to ſee ſuch a farce 
of Government without indignation ; and therefore no 
doubt but:they had ſtill hopes and vigorous reſolutions to 
have tlieiriown-again reeſtabliſhed ; and then they could not 
ſwear.to-2 patity, which they-were-engaged to-oppoſe. 
| Bavithe Royab Perſons who now fit- upon! the Throne; 
tho. thy are there before our hopes, yet if they had been' 
four: years ſooner, they could/not have been:there tefore our 
wiſhes : &nd 4f-there be a ſmall-flaw in their- Settlement in 
reſpe& ofithe: trift Rules of' our Conftitution, yer 'tis bur 
whaotheiwiſdom of the: Nation-thought in* this conjunfture 
neceſſary; and, the: perſons coneernedin/it have allowed. . So 
thavas. to'that ſide any ſeruple- will be-groundlefs: And as 
for bringing back King James, I know none that have an in-- 
clination- to it, but: thoſe. who- can take | Oaths ,, and-aſter- 
wards fipd' an eaſie expedient: to” be- abſolved* from them, 
Whatever Severities: our Religion requires/us to ſuffer: from 
Ropery, when mpoſſefiion, Iam-ſure it does not oblige us to 
contributs tothe bringing of it-in 3+ and: therefore -it-we re- 
ſerve-our Allegiance, only leaſt King Fames- with- a- foreign 
force ſhould be able to demand it of us. I am atraid wemuſt 
then be forced to transfer it with a vengeance, and what we 
deny for the proteQion and favours of King William, we - 
muſt ſacrifice to the fury of King Lewis. 
1 cannot ſee, how cloſing with the preſent eſtabliſhment 
y % can 


< 


o pe S. 
£507, th 


, 'F 7 ea "TS I " pe nes 34x » 432 - G 
3 2 \.".3Y 


4 
Ry 
) 


%s oth. r £ 3 "392 
95 
wa 
T, 55S 
F:; 
o 8 * 4 w = +» 


av > , 
. 


dſe of the'Oath flated.” 
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poſe. their opition-to be at beft; but: probable,; ſinge;fa n 
worthy: men take ,the,Qaths,, and ſo. matiy, Argilmies 

daily produced to, juſtifie-the-atign ;; then let" themiconſss;] 
der, whether they are. pbliged to lettheir Religion, thepeacer: 
of their Coantry, their own-Liberties and Properties ſuffer dr; 
manifeſt inconveniency for;to maintgina doubtful Cauſe, and); 
to defend. a Loyalty founded. ogly upon the: impratticaly! 
notions of ſame Specalative-menziand,a thin Metapbylicaly: 
Scheme of Government :; I hope ghereforei-they will ave; 
ſuffer the;penalties of the-late At-(Idare-ſay mngrateſul:to!} 
the impolers) to, take place ,. and ſo deprive itherfelves of») 
their own. neceſlary ſupport, 'and the. Government of their)! 
{er vige. 2s | ol nog Eli ft 2510 
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